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daughter of Merwan, of the queenly Zobeydah, and
the saintly Zeynab, less prominent. It is a matter of
general experience that in what regards religious
fervour, if men are the coals women are often the
breath that blows them.

Now, of what kind are the women that mostly in-
fluence the ' Stamboollee * we need hardly say ; there
are operas in the capital of Turkey, and 'Mabilles'
too after a fashion. The military classes are, from
the nature of their profession, little under female
agency, for good or bad ; but what they want in
' esprit de famille' is made up to them amply in
* esprit de corps/ But the peasant woman, who shares
pretty equally her husband's labours in the field, and
has besides on her almost all the care of a house too
simple for seclusion or privacy, is a being of an equally
different stamp from the c Light of the Harem' and
from the light of the opera-house. The interposing veil
excepted, to lay aside which is in Eastern ideas the
token not of freedom but of slavery, she mingles in
the daily life of the other sex not less freely, and
often not to less purpose, than her European sister
of similar rank; and above all she aids to ferment
the general mass with that leaven of peculiar devoted-
ness and 'religiosity/ if the word be permitted, which
in all countries is pre-eminently hers.

To this circumstance may in no small degree be
attributed the prevalence among the peasantry of a
whole class of devotional practices, not indeed in strict
accordance with the severe monotheism of the Prophet
and his first companions, and even now reprobated with
more or less emphasis by the better instructed among
orthodox Mahometans, but for all that harmonising
admirably with the grosser conceptions of Turks, Turko-
mans, Koordes, Chaldseans, and the other non-Arab races
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